Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission

_______________________________________________________

Job Title:

Science Director

Location:

Washington, DC

Salary:

To be discussed

Job Description:

The Science Director serves as the principal science advisor for the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (Commission) and the Executive Director.  The Science Director is responsible for overall coordination of all aspects of the Commission’s Science Program, including staff supervision, program planning and budgetary considerations.  The Science Program assists the Commission and its member states, in cooperation with relevant federal fisheries agencies and university programs, to coordinate and improve Atlantic coast data collection and research programs for more effective state, federal, and interjurisdictional fisheries management.  The activities of the Science Program are carried out to support the Commission’s Interstate Fisheries Management Program.  The Science Program focuses on improving the collection of fisheries-independent data, and the integration of fishery-dependent (recreational, commercial, biological, social, and economic data) and fishery-independent data in stock assessments and fisheries management; providing training to state fishery management personnel on data analysis and stock assessment methods; coordination of science and research programs to support the ISFMP and state management agencies; conducting regional and coast wide stock assessments and peer reviews to insure credible scientific advice to Commissioners; and providing information to stakeholders and the general public.

Responsibilities:

1)
Provide leadership to all program elements within the Commission’s Science program, as well as coordination and integration with the Commission’s Interstate Fisheries Management Program (ISFMP).

2) Develop and monitor all scientific grants and contracts, including budgets and grant reports.

3) Coordinate with state and federal fisheries management agencies including the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) to address priority scientific issues.

4) Participate in the development and implementation of the Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics Program (ACCSP) and coordinate with other regional and national statistics initiatives.

5)
Supervise the administration of the Southeast Area Monitoring and Assessment Program (SEAMAP) in the South Atlantic region and the development/implementation of the Northeast Area Monitoring and Assessment Program in the Northeast region.

6)
Provide leadership to the Commission’s stock assessment and peer review activities.

7) 
Provide supervision and direction to the Commission’s social and economic activities, including integration into the ISFMP.

8)
Provide staff support to the Commission’s Management and Science Committee.

9)
Develop outreach protocols and materials for dissemination of information to the Commission’s Advisory Panels, fishing organizations, and the general public.

10)
Conduct these activities according to the Commission’s policies and procedures.

Skills Needed:

Applicants must have a graduate degree in fisheries science, marine biology or related field.   A Ph.D. is preferred, although a minimum of 5 years of progressive experience may be considered in lieu of Ph.D.  Interdisciplinary preparation for fisheries management, knowledge of fisheries stock assessment methods, experience with complex scientific and research issues, proven writing and editing skills, and experience with developing policy or position statements should be demonstrated.  Strong interpersonal and communication abilities are required.  Experience in budget and personnel management preferred.

Other Information:

To learn more about the Commission visit us at www.asmfc.org
Although the Commission is not a federal employer this position is equivalent to a GS-13.

Contact Information:

Send resume and cover letter to Laura Leach, Director of Finance and Administration, Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission, 1444 Eye Street, N.W., 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20005.  Applications will be accepted via U.S. Mail, email (lleach@asmfc.org), or fax (202) 289-6051 until the position is filled.
